
  

 

 

 

Leeds Flood Alleviation Scheme Phase 2 

Newsletter  

Welcome to the October 2019 edition of the Leeds Flood Alleviation Scheme Phase 2 (LFAS2) newsletter. You 

will find updates on the works programme, funding, natural food management (NFM), an office move plus local 

community works undertaken by the River Stewardship Company and members of the LFAS2 team.   

 

 

 

 

 

Issue 10, October 2019 

Detailed design on flood defences starts  

Following the appointment of the design and build contractor, BAM Nuttall Mott McDonald joint venture 

(BMMjv), a detailed programme of works has been prepared with the view to start construction in winter 2019 

between Wellington Road and Washington Street. Step 1 consists of 7.5km of flood defences and the work area 

has been spilt into 11 zones with each individual flood defence allocated a unique reference number. We will be 

contacting those affected by the work in advance of construction starting in each zone. This information will also 

be displayed at the community drop in events ahead of works in each zone starting.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Water safety is top priority  

Working and staying safe is a key priority for the 

scheme and prior to construction starting this winter, 

the team recently completed an accredited water safety 

course. The training comprised of rescue principles, use 

of lifejackets and throwlines plus incident management.  

 

 

Our new home in Kirkstall 

During construction of the scheme, our site offices will 

be based in Kirkstall at Viaduct Road. Members of the 

public will be able to visit our engagement hub to discuss 

any queries they may have about the scheme with our 

team. More details about when you can visit the 

engagement hub will be provided in the near future.  

 

Summary of stepped approach  

Step 1 – 1 in 100 year standard of protection using flood 

defence walls and embankments upstream from Leeds 

train station to Newlay Bridge. 

Step 2 – 1 in 200 year standard of protection uplift to the 

entire scheme including the city centre, using Calverley 

flood storage area and flood defence walls in Apperley 

Bridge. 

 
Site investigations  

A number of site investigations have been carried out 

prior to construction starting. Ground investigations, 

designed by BMMjv will provide details of ground 

conditions to establish the presence of any potential 

contamination and general geotechnical information 

about the site. This information will be used to inform 

detailed design and reduce the chances of any hidden 

risks that may cause delay or have an impact on costs. 

The ground investigations are programmed in line with 

construction and will continue throughout the project.  

Planning  

It was reported in our last newsletter that further 

planning application(s) will align with the two-step 

approach. Work has continued throughout the summer 

on the Step 2 application and we aim to submit this 

information to Leeds and Bradford Planning Authorities 

before spring 2020.  

Natural Flood Management (NFM) 

Pilot projects trialling NFM techniques are underway to 

help reduce the risk of flooding to the residents and 

businesses of Leeds with localised catchment wide 

benefits also expected. 

Sites are in progress at Eshton Beck in Gargrave and 

now at Earby. At Eshton Beck 1,100 new trees have 

been planted by those working for and volunteering 

with our partners, the Yorkshire Wildlife Trust. At Earby 

we will test how natural solutions such as creating 

wetlands can be used to help reduce the risk of 

flooding. It is hoped that this will be the first of many of 

these NFM schemes in the area. We are keen to work 

with any landowners who are interested in getting 

involved.  

Any landowners interested in using natural flood 

management techniques on their land can contact the 

NFM project team by emailing: 

LeedsFAS.nfm@environment-agency.gov.uk 

 

Community drop-in events  

If you would like more information about LFAS2 the 

team will be available at Kirkstall Valley Community 

Hub at Kirkstall Bridge Retail Park on; 

• Tuesday 12th November – 10am to 2pm 

• Monday 18th November – 3pm to 7pm 

 



 

River Aire clean-up 

The team joined volunteers and the River Stewardship 

Company (RSC) at Whitehall Waterfront in Leeds for a 

litter clean up. This was one of the regular Leeds FAS 

volunteer days, working along the River Aire to clear 

debris, vegetation and invasive weeds as we prepare 

to start construction works in the area. The days are 

led by the River Stewardship Company, who provide all 

the relevant equipment and training on the day. If 

you’d like to volunteer for an event, details can be 

found on our twitter page @LeedsFAS or @Riverlution, 

or contact the RSC office on 0114 354 0012. 

 

 

Macmillan coffee morning raises £110 

Like many organisations in September, we held a 

coffee morning to raise money for Macmillan Cancer 

Support. Thanks to the kind donations and bakers, 

the team raised over £110 which has been donated 

to this great charity.  

 

Further funding secured  
 

On 3rd September, £3.9 million, funded from the Leeds 

City Region Growth Deal was approved by the West 

Yorkshire Combined Authority Investment committee. 

This funding will contribute towards Step 1 and whilst 

Step 2 remains unfunded, the contribution will assist 

the ongoing discussions with central government to 

secure funding for Step 2 works in the Calverley and 

Apperley Bridge areas.    

 

FareShare donations  

For the past two years Leeds City Council have 

worked in partnership with FareShare, an 

organisation that collects and distributes food to 

the foodbank movement in Leeds. They supply food 

to school breakfast clubs in deprived communities, 

homeless hostels, community cafes as well as 

domestic violence refuges. Donations can be 

particularly low in October and with this in mind, 

the team have donated a number of items to help 

support projects feeding the most vulnerable 

people in West Yorkshire.   

 


